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Chairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s Corner    

 

Welcome to all of the new members who have made the 

decision to join the Gladstone Area Chamber of      

Commerce.  As I am writing this column in              

mid-February, a membership drive is underway. The 

total number of new members recruited will not be 

known by the time this newsletter goes to print, but I look forward to 

working with all of you. Vice President of Membership, Steve Otto, is 

leading your incredible Ambassadors in this drive, with a goal of 30 

new members.  Even though this membership drive will officially be 

over by the time this newsletter is distributed, I personally am     

making a request of you:  Invite someone who is a fellow business per-

son to our next luncheon.   

 

You understand what you receive as a member of this Chamber, the 

networking that is available, and the incredible team of service      

providers that are your fellow members.  I challenge you to share this 

information with the “store next door” and increase our membership.  

Together, we can assist one another in growing our businesses and 

connecting with the community. 

 

Your Executive Committee has been meeting weekly developing and 

finalizing a Total Resource Campaign, which has been rolled out.  The 

goal of this campaign is to assist in the move to the Williams House. 

Beginning in mid-February, construction on the upper level of the 

house began.  Many thanks to all of the volunteers working on our 

future Chamber offices and to coordinator Anita Newsom. Also, thank 

you to the members who have already elected to participate in the 

Total Resource Campaign and take their membership to the next 

level.  

 

I personally look forward to seeing you at our March luncheon, and to 

being introduced to all of your guests! 

 

Best Regards, 

Anita Skehen 

Chairman of the Board 
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●  Chamber Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction is underway on the new Chamber 

Offices and we need your help!  We are      

starting with the upstairs portion of the home 

which will be completed totally by volunteers, in 

order to stay within budget. Any and all help is 

appreciated!  If you have specialized skills to 

share or just want to be a runner, we want you!  

Come and stay all day or just an hour,       

whatever your schedule will allow. If you would 

like to help please contact Anita Newsom at 

anewsom@kc.rr.com or call Tiffany at         

436-4523.  Thanks so much for your dedication 

to the Chamber and this exciting new venture!  

ChamberChamberChamberChamber    

EXCHANGE 

Mayor Bill Cross Receives Honors 

Gladstone Mayor Bill Cross received a 

Congressional Record at the February 

city council meeting.  Shawn 

Graybill of Congressman Sam 

Graves office was on hand to 

present the honor.             

Congratulations Mayor Cross! 



2007 GACC  Board of Directors 

Executive Committee: 

Anita Skehen, Chairman 
   RPT of Kansas City 

James Shevling, Immediate Past Chair 
  BankLiberty 
 

Scott Wingerson, Chair-Elect &                                             

VP of Education 
  City of Gladstone 

Tony Conforti, Treasurer 
  Tony Conforti, CPA 

Dorothy Beckham, VP of Chamber 

Events   
  Time Warner Cable 

Steve Otto, VP of Membership 
  Creative Communications Thru Storytelling 

Anita Newsom, VP of Special Events 

Michael Ryan, VP of Legislation 
  A.G. Edwards & Sons 

Directors: 

Bob Baier 
  Antioch Bible Baptist Church 
 

Michelle Barone 
  On A Wing And A Prayer 
 

Larry Harris 
  Jack Miller Chrysler Jeep 
 

Cynthia Hopper 
  Commerce Bank 
 

Nancy Thompson                                                                                                                               
  Clay County Public Health Board              
 

Larry Janacaro                                                                                        
  Lawson Bank 
 

Dr. David Stewart                                                             
North Kansas City Schools 
 

Advisors: 

 

Bill Arbuckle 
 Keller Williams Northland Partners Realty  

Hobart Mason                                                    

  North Kansas City Beverage 
 

Kathy Briggs 

  First Bank of Missouri 

Bruce Cramer 

  Smith Barney 

Kellie Eisenhauer 

  Mary Kay Cosmetics 

Staff: 

Amy Harlin, President 

Tiffany Nigro, Director of                        

 Membership Services 

The Gladstone Area  

Chamber of Commerce 

6504 N. Oak  

Gladstone, MO 64118 

816-436-4523 

Fax: 816-436-4352 

Email Address:  

info@gladstonechamber.com 

Website: Gladstonechamber.com 

Business Hours:  

Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm  

Welcome New Members 

A.G. Edwards—Michael Ryan 

Community America Credit Union 

Copier Shop 

Goen’s Equipment Rental and Sales 

Gould Evans Associates, LC 

Hertz Local Edition 

Hy-Vee - Gladstone 

Ibsen Dance Theater 

Italk Telecontracting, Inc. 

John Baker - Individual 

Jumpin’ Catfish 

KCPL 

Maple Creek Athletic and Golf Club 

Maple Woods Community College 

Marilyn Ahnefeld - Individual 

New York Life - Ken Smyers 

North Kansas City School District 

Northwoods Chiropractic 

ProPrint, Inc 

Smith Barney 

Smokehouse BBQ 

Target Direct Marketing 

UMB Bank 

Thank You for Renewing your Chamber Investment............    

The Gladstone Area Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome 

all of the new members that have recently joined.  We look        

forward to serving you and helping your business to grow. Check 

the back of your monthly calendar insert for the names of our           

newest members.  



 

 

 

Randy Reed 

 

 

 

A.G. Edwards 

Join your fellow chamber      

members for a Ribbon Cutting 

Celebration! 

 

March 5, 2007  

4:00 pm  

Ci Ci’s Pizza 

4900 N. Oak Trfwy. 

                        (corner of N. Oak & Vivion) 

Ribbon Cuttings!    

Gladstone Area Chamber Endorses       

North Kansas City Schools Proposal 

 

On February 7, the Legislative and Education committees 

met jointly and received a presentation from North Kansas 

City School District representatives concerning upcoming  

ballot issues. The District is proposing two issues to be      

decided at the April election: 

Question #1 is 27-cent operating levy 

that will open and operate  Staley High, 

hire additional K-8 teachers, expand  

Preschool       services and continue dis-

trict-wide improvements. 

Question #2 is a no tax increase bond 

that will build an elementary school, up-

grade playgrounds,     upgrade technol-

ogy and issue $21 million bond with no 

tax increase.   

After the presentation, the committees 

discussed the issue and concluded that strong and adequately 

populated schools   benefit business, the schools and the com-

munity. After a proper motion and second the joint commit-

tees voted to recommend that the GACC Board of Directors 

endorse both issues. 

On February 8, the Board of Directors met and received the 

recommendation from both committees to endorse the        

proposal.  The Board overwhelmingly voted to approve the 

motion and endorse the NKCSD levy and bond issues. 

 

Chamber Events 

The 2007 Luncheon schedule is filling up fast!  If you 

would like to sponsor or host a luncheon this year you 

must act quickly.  There are only a few opportunities 

left.  If you have any questions or would like to     

sponsor or host a luncheon, please contact Dorothy 

Beckham at 816-222-5388 or Kellie Eisenhauer at  

816-415-4385. 

Special Events 

Planning is well underway for Gladstone’s biggest 

events.  This year’s Golf Tournament date is set for 

May 17 and will be held at the Paradise Point Golf 

Complex.   The Summertime Bluesfest committee has 

already begun planning meetings as well.  This fun, 

family event is set for June 8 & 9 and promises to be 

as exciting as ever.  Gladfest 2007 is set for October 5, 

6, & 7.  This year’s theme is “Making a Splash” in 

honor of Gladstone’s new Natatorium.  These events 

would not be possible without the help of  dozens of 

volunteers.  If you would like to help in anyway      

contact Anita Newsom at anewsom@kc.rr.com or the 

chamber office at 436-4523.   

Membership 

There are Ambassadors of all sorts . . . Foreign       

Ambassadors, Nash Ambassadors like I use to drive 

(That is a Car for anyone under age 50) and then  

Gladstone Chamber Ambassadors who are the best 

group in the world!  

The Ambassadors are the Chamber's link to the     

community and to members.  We meet once a month 

for a lunch and discussion on how we can best service 

the Gladstone area and the Chamber.  How about 

YOU? Would you like to be part of internal and       

external development of the Gladstone Area Chamber 

of Commerce?  Talk to any ambassador, Amy or      

Tiffany and we can get you set up.  If you can't make 

the meetings and you are interested in working with 

us that would be fine.  

Know of any business that really needs to be a     

member?  Let us know! 

Chamber Updates    



 

 

 

Fast Signs 

 

 

 

Kansas City Credit Union 

March 22, 2006 

11:30  

Smokehouse BBQ 

6304 N. Oak 

Sponsored by 

North Kansas City Beverage                                                   

 

Cost  is $15.00 for Members 

$20.00 for Non-Members 

March 21, 2006 

5:00 - 6:30pm 

 

Hosted by                                                           

H & R Block 
 

Please come out to this free networking 

event and bring a friend!                                   
 

Sponsored by                                                     

A.G. Edwards & Sons, Michael Ryan 

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS  Membership Luncheon  



                                            

March 2007 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

 
 

  1 2 

5 

 
4:00 

Ribbon Cutting 
CiCi’s Pizza 

6 
 

7 8 
11:30 Board 
Meeting 

Tommy’s 

9 

12 13 
4:00 

BankLiberty 
Groundbreaking 
Ceremony,  

6401 N. Prospect 

14 15 
 

16 
R.S.V.P. for 

Membership 

Luncheon 

Due 

19 
 

20 21 
Business Fair—
KCI Expo Ctr. 
 

5-6:30 

22 
11:30 

Membership 
Luncheon  

Smokehouse 

23 

26 27 
 

28   



Welcome New Members    

Elegant Decorating 

Inc 

Sal Calandrino 

9024 N. Oregon Ave. 

Kansas City, MO 64154 

p (816)454-0055 

f (816)436-1300 

 

Children’s Choice 

North 

Vonnie Occhipinto 

4008 N. E. Barry Rd. 

Kansas City, MO 64156 

p(816) 734-3985 

 

Buster’s Bar & Grill 

John Hildebrand 

9321 N. Oak Trfwy. 

Kansas City, MO 64155 

p(816)468-4450 

bustersbarandgrill@sbcglobal.net 

Edward Jones 

Andrew C. Maupin 

6651 N. Oak Trfwy. Suite 16 

Gladstone, MO 64118 

p(816)468-7334 

f (888)767-9144 

Andrew.Maupin@EdwardJones.com 

www.edwardjones.com 

 

Integrity Land Title 

Jessica Arbuckle 

Bob Whitebread 

4151 Mulberry Drive St. 270 

Kansas City, MO 64116 

p(816)505-2526 

f(816)505-4349 

jarbuckle@integritytitle.com 

bwhitebread@integritytitle.biz 

www.integritytitle.com 

Cash Tax and Account-

ing 

Cheryl Cash 

6700 N. Oak Trfwy. 

Gladstone, MO 64118 

p(816)436-8585 

f(816)436-8589 

cashtax@yahoo.com 

Individual 

Mike Dornhoffer 

111 Lindberg Drive. 

Gladstone, MO 64118 

p(816)454-2191 

hdornhoffer@msn.com 


