
 January 2007 

Chairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s Corner    
I am honored to serve as your Chair this year and w el-
come each of you to this new chapter of the Gladsto ne 
Area Chamber of Commerce.  Your decision to be a 
member of this prestigious, forward-thinking organi za-
tion is a testament to your success as a business p er-
son. 

2007 brings a lot of wonderful changes for the Glad stone Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.  Your awesome Board of Directors m et in November 
to strategize for the continued success and improve ment of the Cham-
ber.  The successes of 2006 were reviewed, fresh new input was given 
from new board members, out-going board members pro vided their 
insight, and together, as a solid voice, the follow ing Vision was cre-
ated: Thriving organization that demonstrates strong  lea dership and is 
the proactive center of the community utilizing tra ined staff to generate 
membership, conduct community events and develop bu siness programs 
which benefit the membership and growth of the comm unity . 

Several specific task force groups were created at the session, includ-
ing a team of Board members who will be meeting to focus thoroughly 
on the Chamber’s short and long term goals, resulti ng in a Strategic 
Plan.  It is a courageous task, but an absolutely e ssential one if we are 
to continue to be the leaders of our business commu nity. 

At the December board meeting, it was announced tha t the Cham-
ber’s pending move to the historic William’s house is well underway 
and scheduled to be our permanent home July 2007.  This new loca-
tion, 6913 N. Cherry, not only places us in the cen ter of one of the 
most incredible developments in Gladstone’s history , but in the most 
visible location of the new downtown project. 

It is with your participation in the multitude of i ncredible Chamber 
events, the guidance of our efficient staff, and th e leadership of our 
unified Board of Directors that we move forward int o the future.  
Here’s to becoming the model of business for our me mbers, providing 
them with exceptional resources, communication and education. 

Best Regards, 
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Chairman of the Board  
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�   Installation Banquet 
Photos 

�   January Calendar of 
Events 

�  2006 Chamber Award 
Winners 
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2007 GACC  Board of Directors 

Executive Committee: 

Anita Skehen, Chairman 
   RPT of Kansas City 

James Shevling, Immediate Past Chair 
  BankLiberty 
 
Scott Wingerson, Chair-Elect &                                             
VP of Membership 
  City of Gladstone 

Tony Conforti, Treasurer 
  Tony Conforti, CPA 

Dorothy Beckham, VP of Chamber 
Events   
  Time Warner Cable 

Steve Otto, VP of Membership 
  Creative Communications Thru Storytelling 

Anita Newsom, VP of Special Events 

Michael Ryan, VP of Legislation 
  A.G. Edwards & Sons 

Directors: 

Bob Baier 
  Antioch Bible Baptist Church 
 

Michelle Barone 
  On A Wing And A Prayer 
 

Larry Harris 
  Jack Miller Chrysler 
 

Cynthia Hopper 
  Commerce Bank 
 

Nancy Thompson                                                                                                                               
  Clay County Public Health Board              
 

Larry Janacaro                                                                                        
  Lawson Bank 
 

Dr. David Stewart                                                             
North Kansas City Schools 
 

Advisors: 
 
Bill Arbuckle 
 Kansas City Power & Light   
Hobart Mason                                                    
  North Kansas City Beverage 
 

Kathy Briggs 
  First Bank of Missouri 
Bruce Cramer 
  Smith Barney 
Kellie Eisenhauer 
  Mary Kay Cosmetics 

Staff: 
Amy Harlin, President 

Tiffany Nigro, Director of                        
 Membership Services 

The Gladstone Area  
Chamber of Commerce 

6504 N. Oak  
Gladstone, MO 64118 

816-436-4523 
Fax: 816-436-4352 

Email Address:  
info@gladstonechamber.com 

Website: Gladstonechamber.com 
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James Shevling 
“Passed the Gavel” 
to incoming     
Chairman of the 
Board Anita      
Skehen.  Good luck 
Anita! 

Everyone enjoyed a 
wonderful dinner in 
the beautiful     
banquet room at 
the Staley Farms 
Golf Clubhouse. 

The City of      
Gladstone’s 
Melinda Mehaffy 
accepted the   
Chairman’s Choice 
Award and a nice 
hug from Chair 
James Shevling.  



 

 

 

A.G. Edwards 

 

 

 

Randy Reed 

“2007 . . . Opportunities to Thrill!” 
 

- The thrill of watching that little white golf ball sail 
through blue skies and the “plop” as it lands confi-
dently on the green . . . 

- The thrill of meeting professional entertainers and 
being a part of the audience as they take you to a 
different place with their music . . . 

- The thrill of being a part of a whole-community 
event coming together – the flutter of flags and ca-
dence of the bands in a parade, the gleeful squeals 
of children at a carnival, or just the comfort of visiting 
with friends and neighbors . .  

 

All of these thrills could be yours by just 
getting involved! 

 

Your Chamber needs your special set of skills to help 
make our events successful.  As you make plans and 
formulate resolutions for the New Year, please con-
sider including volunteering for a Chamber event.  
There are opportunities available to match the partici-
pation level where you are comfortable – co-chairing 
an event, chairing a part of an event or just becoming 
involved with the planning committees.  There is al-
ways a place for new faces and new ideas and a bet-
ter way of doing things.  Join the team and enjoy the 
thrill! 

 

  Organizational meetings are starting soon – Blues-
fest planning will start in January, and Gladfest plan-
ning will start in March.  Golf tournament planning is 
already underway.  To find out more about these 
events and leadership opportunities you can contact 
me directly at 816-436-8409 or anewsom@kc.rr.com 
or contact the Chamber office.  Lots of exciting things 
are going on in our community – get involved and be 
a part of the thrill of success!  
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Fast Signs 

 

 

 

Kansas City Credit Union 
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