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Chairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s Corner 

The tree outside of my office window has been a display of    

colors like it has never been any other fall.  The orange and red 

colors are so vibrant it’s hard to believe that they are present 

all the time under the disguise of green.  That’s what I continue 

to learn about people too, especially in the capacity I have been 

honored to have served here at the Chamber this past year.   

 

Out of the general membership, I have witnessed some incredible            

transformations of people stepping out of their comfort zones to participate, 

lead and grow.  There have been members who have had great participation in 

the past who continue sharing their knowledge and expertise, enhancing our 

systems and shaping our growth.  New and old ideas continue to mesh to   

create a joint vision for the future of the Gladstone area, with the Gladstone 

Area Chamber of Commerce in the lead. 

 

The William’s House, our new home, is also just like that tree outside of my 

window.  The path of transformation of a run-down house to a beautiful,   

shining, efficient office facility is an example of partnerships, relationships, 

and dedication to the future.  Our new signage will be up soon, and our facility 

is on its way to becoming a landmark for the community.   

 

Membership continues to grow with current membership at just under 400.  

Your Ambassadors and Membership Team have been putting in place         

procedures and systems to continue growth while providing value to each 

member.  Our programs have been rock solid, as have our special events 

throughout the year.  Plans for next year are already underway and a         

successful year is imminent with your participation and the leadership team 

led by your new Chairman of the Board, Scott Wingerson. 

 

Here’s to a great 2007 – thank you for your participation this year and into 

the future.   Remember, there is always more beneath what the eye can see, a 

leaf may appear green, but underneath there is a myriad of colors.  I challenge 

you to look beneath your own green to see what great substance you too     

possess. 

 

Best Regards, 

Anita Skehen 
Chairman of the Board 

What’s Inside 
● December Events Calendar 

● New Members 

● Photos 

 

ChamberChamberChamberChamber    
EXCHANGE 

2008 Luncheons and 

Business After Hours 

The year is just 

about over and we 

are wrapping up 

yet another year 

that has been filled 

with wonderful events.  We are cur-

rently in the process of  booking some 

of these great events for next year. 

We still have openings for Luncheon 

and Business After Hour hosts in 

2008.   

We also have luncheon sponsorship 

opportunities available.  For just $150 

you will have the exclusive              

opportunity to distribute printed     

materials, a sign announcing your 

sponsorship and time to promote your 

business to the membership. 

If your business is interested in this 

please contact the chamber office at 

816-435-4523.   

NEW FOR 2008! Networking 

Breakfast-Save the Date! 

January 31, 2008 7:30-9:00 a.m. 

More details to follow! 



2007 GACC  Board of Directors 
Anita Skehen, Chairman 
   RPT of Kansas City 

James Shevling, Immediate Past Chair 
  BankLiberty 
 

Scott Wingerson, Chair-Elect &                                             
VP of Education 
  City of Gladstone 

Tony Conforti, Treasurer 
  Tony Conforti, CPA 

Dorothy Beckham, VP of Chamber 
Events   
  Time Warner Cable 

Steve Otto, VP of Membership 
  Creative Communications Thru Storytelling 

Anita Newsom, VP of Special Events 

Michael Ryan, VP of Legislation 
  A.G. Edwards & Sons 

Bob Baier 
  Antioch Bible Baptist Church 
 

Michelle Barone 
  On A Wing And A Prayer 
 

Larry Harris 
  Jack Miller Chrysler Jeep 
 

Cynthia Hopper 
  Commerce Bank 
 

Kathy Briggs                                                                                                                              
  First Bank of Missouri              
 

Larry Janacaro                                                                                        
  Lawson Bank 
 

Dr. David Stewart                                                             
North Kansas City Schools 
 

Advisors: 
 
Bill Arbuckle 
 Keller Williams Northland Partners Realty  
Hobart Mason                                                    
  North Kansas City Beverage 
 

Bruce Cramer 
  Smith Barney 
Kellie Eisenhauer 
  Mary Kay Cosmetics 

Staff: 
Amy Harlin, President 

Tiffany Nigro, Director of                        
 Membership Services 

 

The Gladstone Area  
Chamber of Commerce 

6913 N. Cherry St. 
Gladstone, MO 64118 

816-436-4523 
Fax: 816-436-4352 

Email Address:  
info@gladstonechamber.com 

Website: Gladstonechamber.com 
Business Hours:  

Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm  

Welcome New Members 

Northland Assistance Center 

Rita Pearce 

2018 Gentry 

North Kansas City, MO 64116 

P 816-421-2243 

F 816-421-3639 

rdpearce56@hotmail.com 

Toney Dee & Associates 

Toney Dee 

1734 E. 63rd Ste. 508 

Kansas City, MO 64110 

P 816-523-0021 

F 816-523-0021 

toney44@sbcglobal.net 

Sarah & Selena Treasures, LLC 

Frank Galloway 

11129 N. Oak Trfwy. 

Kansas City, MO 64155 

P 816-734-4711 

 

The Better Wash Car Wash/ 

Dominics Italian Express 

Dominic Cuccia 

6902 N. Oak Trfwy 

Gladstone, MO 64118 

P 816-468-0033 

F 816-468-0489 

Perkins& Marie Callender’s    

Restaurant & Bakery 

Jeff Murff 

6292 N. Oak Trfwy. 

Gladstone, MO 64118 

P 816-452-3650 

www.perkinsrestaurants.com 

Belle Maison 

Susan Rose 

7001 N. Locust 

Gladstone, MO 64118 

P 816-436-1446 

F 816-436-5094 

bellemaisonhome@yahoo.com 

Jantzen Home Inspections, LLC 

Donald Jantzen 

8500 NE 97th St. 

Kansas City, MO 64157 

P 816-510-2301 

jantzenhomeinspect@kc.rr.com 

 

Smokebox BBQ 

Frank J. Occhipinto Jr. 

9237 N. Oak Trfwy.1 

Kansas City, MO 64155 

P 816-468-7969 

F 816-468-7665 

focchipinto1@kc.rr.com 

 

Chamber Member Elected to AVP Board of Directors 

 

The Association of Video Professionals recently elected Joy Lamas, owner of Beyond 

Wow Video Services, LLC. to their Board of Directors.  Beyond Wow Video, located in 

the Northland, has been serving the K.C. area for three years & has already received       

National recognition for their video projects.  AVP is a nationwide network of               

professional video studio owners, providing Mac 

based software training, support & exchange of ideas 

between studio owners. I n September of this year 

Lamas was nominated to the Board, while     attend-

ing AVP’s bi-annual meeting in Atlanta.  Beyond 

Wow Video Services, LLC. was one of several studios 

who presented samples of their corporate & consumer 

level projects such as corporate marketing videos & 

photo slideshows for events.  Joy’s background in  

advertising sales/marketing/management with AMC 

Theatres (NCN) & KCNW Radio along with her    

organizational & customer service skills will be     

utilized in this growth oriented organization. 

 



Reminder:  

There will be no     

luncheon or  

Business After Hours 

in  

December 

 

 

 

 

  AG Edwards Ad 

Hard Hat Tours for Business 

Community 

The City of Gladstone is of-

fering the Gladstone Busi-

ness Community Hard Hat Tours of the new 

community Center.  The new Community 

Center is slated to open in January 2008. 

Tours will be held December 11 from             

4 p.m. - 6 p.m., at 6901 N. Holmes. 

In the event of inclement weather please call  

(816) 437-2489 #4. 

Above: Gladstone City Officials and 

Chamber members joined BankLiberty 

for a Ribbon Cutting to celebrate their 

newest branch located here in Gladstone 

at 6410 N. Prospect. 

Above:  Chamber members attended 

this year’s Holiday Luncheon at the 

Northland Elk’s Lodge here in          

Gladstone.  Sponsor Tony Conforti took 

time to speak to members about the   

upcoming tax season. 

Congratulations to Gary Zaborac 

and the Clay County Health 

Board on the new Clay County 

Public Health Building in        

Liberty, MO.  It’s a beautiful   

facility.  Right: Chamber         

representatives and the Clay 

County Board of Trustees cut a 

ribbon celebrating it’s completion. 

Thanks to everyone who              

participated in this year’s Friday 

Fright Night.  Once again it was 

a huge success.  Left:  Mary 

Beth Thompson from Bank of 

the West enjoyed the evening 

with her family passing out 

candy and Trick-or-treating! 

 



 

Your Ad Here!                     

For more information call 

816-436-4523 

PartnerPartnerPartnerPartner    Cornerstone MembersCornerstone MembersCornerstone MembersCornerstone Members    

Foundation MembersFoundation MembersFoundation MembersFoundation Members    

KeystoneMembersKeystoneMembersKeystoneMembersKeystoneMembers    

Kansas City Credit union Ad 



 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

3 

 

 

 

4 5 6 
 

7 
Annual Awards 
and                 
Installation 
Banquet, KCI 

10 11 
4-6 p.m. 

Hard Hat Tours, 
Gladstone      
Community   

12 
 

13 
8:30 a.m. 

Board meeting, 
Chamber Office 

14 

17 18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 

24 
Christmas Eve 
Office Closed 

25 
Christmas Day 
Office Closed 

26 27 
 

28 
 

31 

 

    

     

 


