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Chairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s CornerChairman’s Corner    

As I sit writing this at my desk in the early morning light the 

morning of August t 20th, 2007, I think of Amy and Tiffany.  Today 

will be the first day of the first full week in the Chamber’s new  

offices at the Williams’ House at 6913 N. Cherry.  Thinking back 

over the past several years, I realize that this project is similar to 

the times when a community would gather to raise a barn. 

It has been a long haul since the City of Gladstone first proposed the Chamber 

utilize the space as our location back in late 2005.  Many people have participated 

in the evaluation, funding, and preparation, all of which are greatly appreciated. 

January 2006, Michael Schneider with DLR Group was the first to donate his time 

and talent by working with the first Williams’ House Task Force volunteers.     

Together with his drawings, they deduced it was feasible for the Chamber to make 

use of the house.  Over a series of planning meetings conducted over many 

months, together they developed what you will presently experience when you 

visit the Chamber. 

The next step was to determine funding for the project.  Another task force was 

put together, headed by Rhonda Dugan with First Bank of Missouri.  She worked 

with our great staff and fellow Chamber members to put together an                  

unconventional loan package comprised of the following lenders:  BankLiberty, 

First Bank of Missouri, Gladstone Community Development Corporation, Lawson 

Bank,       M & I Bank, and Northland National Bank.  In addition the chamber 

received generous gifts from Bank Midwest and Commerce Bank. 

Wayne Beer stepped to the plate, volunteering his time for the past two years  

acting as our Project Manager.  Gathering bids on the project, Wayne proposed to 

the Board that we hire Rick Johnson with Available Construction.  Available   

Construction started renovation in May with Wayne overseeing construction    

decisions.  In     addition, many Chamber members donated their time, services, or 

money to this project.  The project was completed the middle of August, and staff 

orchestrated the move on August 16th. 

The Williams’ House is a testament to the depth, strength and character of our 

organization.  This project pressed us to think outside the box, reaching inward 

toward our leaders for vision and to our members for advice and assistance, and 

outward into the community for new strategic partnerships who in turn saw the 

advantages of the Chamber and became members.  Thank you to all who have 

participated – I look forward to celebrating together in our new home. 
 

Best Regards, 

Anita Skehen 

Chairman of the Board 

ChamberChamberChamberChamber    

EXCHANGE 

“Gladstone on the Move” 

Receives           

International 

Award 
The International City/County 

Managers Association is an       

international organization that 

provides resources, training, and      

management publications for 

managers around the world. Each 

year they have a recognition    

program that is designed to     

recognize cities in 3 different 

population categories. Gladstone 

is being recognized in the          

10-50,000 class. This is the first 

time the city has received an 

award of this nature.  

The ICMA's Awards Evaluation 

Panel selected the city of       

Gladstone's "Gladstone on the          

M o v e - C i t i z e n s  M a k i n g  a            

Difference" program as the      

recipient of the association's 2007 

S t r a t e g i c  L e a d e r s h i p  &           

Governance Program Excellence 

Award. The nomination was made 

by  Scot t    W inger son.             

Congr a tu l a t ion s  on  your           

outs tand ing programmat ic 

achievement! 

St rateg ic  Leadersh ip  and        

Governance Awards recognize the 

innovative local government    

programs or processes that have 

significantly affected a local     

government organization's culture 

or strategic direction. 

 



2007 GACC  Board of Directors 

Executive Committee: 

Anita Skehen, Chairman 
   RPT of Kansas City 

James Shevling, Immediate Past Chair 
  BankLiberty 
 

Scott Wingerson, Chair-Elect &                                             
VP of Education 
  City of Gladstone 

Tony Conforti, Treasurer 
  Tony Conforti, CPA 

Dorothy Beckham, VP of Chamber 
Events   
  Time Warner Cable 

Steve Otto, VP of Membership 
  Creative Communications Thru Storytelling 

Anita Newsom, VP of Special Events 

Michael Ryan, VP of Legislation 
  A.G. Edwards & Sons 

Directors: 

Bob Baier 
  Antioch Bible Baptist Church 
 

Michelle Barone 
  On A Wing And A Prayer 
 

Larry Harris 
  Jack Miller Chrysler Jeep 
 

Cynthia Hopper 
  Commerce Bank 
 

Kathy Briggs                                                                                                                              
  First Bank of Missouri              
 

Larry Janacaro                                                                                        
  Lawson Bank 
 

Dr. David Stewart                                                             
North Kansas City Schools 
 

Advisors: 

 
Bill Arbuckle 
 Keller Williams Northland Partners Realty  
Hobart Mason                                                    
  North Kansas City Beverage 
 

Bruce Cramer 
  Smith Barney 

Kellie Eisenhauer 
  Mary Kay Cosmetics 

Staff: 

Amy Harlin, President 

Tiffany Nigro, Director of                        
 Membership Services 

 

The Gladstone Area  

Chamber of Commerce 

6504 N. Oak  
Gladstone, MO 64118 

816-436-4523 
Fax: 816-436-4352 

Email Address:  
info@gladstonechamber.com 

Website: Gladstonechamber.com 
Business Hours:  

Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm  

SAVE THE DATE!    

Welcome New Members 

After Hours networking      
will be September 19 at       

                                                                                                                                

The UPS Store               
 

5-6:30 

Sponsored by                        

A.G. Edwards, Michael Ryan 

 

September Luncheon is September 27                                                   
KCI Hilton 

Sponsored by RPT of Kansas City 
                     

Gladfest 28 Parade Marshal         
Announcement 

 
Networking begins at 11:15 followed by 

lunch at 11:30 
The cost is $15 for members                          
$20 for Non- members. 

After Hours and Beyond Membership Luncheon  

Usborne Books 

Susan Fritzler 

4608 NW Normandy Ln. 

Kansas City, MO 64116 

816-216-7360 

bskfritz@hotmail.com 

www.kidsloveusborne.com 

Accurso’s Metropolitan 

Movers 

Leanne Kuhr 

5916 NW Klamm Dr. 

Kansas City, MO 64151 

816-734-9900 

accursosmovers@kc.rr.com 

www.accursomoving.com 

2007 Annual Awards and                          

Installation Banquet 

This year’s Annual Banquet will be  

Friday December 7 at the KCI Hilton 

Mark your calendar and be ready for a great 

evening with your fellow chamber members. 

Gladfest Oct. 5,6, & 7    
It’s almost that time again!  Gladfest is 

just around the corner and we need 

your help.  We still have space left for           

volunteers.  If you or your business are 

interested in helping please let us know.   

We also need goodie bag items.  The 

Annual Little Mr. & Ms. Gladfest         

Pageant needs kids items for their 

goodie bags.  We need 30 of each item.   

Our new address is:                    

6913 N. Cherry St.              

Gladstone, MO 64118 

Our phone and fax numbers will 

remain the same.   



Have something to      

celebrate?  

New Member?  A new           

location?  An anniversary?  

A remodel?  Something 

else? Have a ribbon cutting!  

We will provide the ribbon, the big 

                                                                                                                                          

September Luncheon is September 27                                                    

The cost is $15 for members                          

New Teacher bags were handed out to new North Kansas 

City School District teachers August 8 at the districts 

annual Welcome Breakfast.  VP of Education Scott   

Wingerson was on hand to welcome them. 

OFFICE DEPOT CHAMBER DAY 

At Kansas Speedway Friday September 28  

$35 per person | Networking and lunch in the VIP 
Pavilion | Parking is Free 

Network with business leaders from over 30     
Kansas City area chambers of commerce.  Plus, 
hear from Carl Edwards, driver of the No. 99 car.  

There will be door prizes, great food and action on 
the track throughout the day. 

10:00 a.m. - Networking begins 

10:45 a.m. - Carl Edwards will speak to the group, 

followed by lunch, networking , and door prizes 

11:35 - NASCAR Practice Sessions 

3:10 - NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Qualifying 

6:30 - Midwest Ford Dealers presents SpeedFest 

(Display outside Gate B) 

To purchase tickets for Office Depot Chamber day 

at Kansas Speedway, Please call 
Tiffany at the chamber office 
(436-4523)  o r  ema i l  to             

Tiffany@gladstonechamber.com 
before September 14 | Tickets will 

be mailed to you the week of   
September 17 

Member Spotlight 

Cindy Daniels of Garry & Associates Insurance 

Agency, Inc. has been accepted into the State Auto 

Insurance Companies’ prestigious PaceSetter          

program.  Only 100 insurance agents nationwide are 

chosen to participate in this year-long commitment to 

professional and personal growth. 

THank you!                          
Thank you to everyone who has helped us through our        

transition to our new office.  We appreciate all of your help.   

-Amy & Tiffany 



 

Your Ad Here!                     

For more information call 

816-436-4523 

PartnerPartnerPartnerPartner    Cornerstone MembersCornerstone MembersCornerstone MembersCornerstone Members    

Foundation MembersFoundation MembersFoundation MembersFoundation Members    

KeystoneMembersKeystoneMembersKeystoneMembersKeystoneMembers    

 



September 2007 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

3 

 

 

Labor Day 

Office Closed 

4 5 6 7 

10 11 
 

12 

 

13 
11:30 a.m. 

Board Meeting, 
Tommy’s 

14 

17 18 19 
5-6:30 p.m. 
Business After 
Hours, The UPS 
Store 

20 

 

21 

24 
Chamber Office 
Ribbon Cutting 
4:00 p.m. 

Open house 11-5 

25 
11:30 a.m.                
Ambassador      
Meeting, Cascones 

 

5:30 p.m.  Gladfest    

26 27 
11:30 a.m. 
Membership 
Luncheon, KCI 
Hilton 

28 

 

          
“If  we’re growing, we’re always      
going to be out of  our comfort zone.” 

 


