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On We Grow! 

Did you know that we have grown from an average 

membership of 350 to a new high this year of 410 

members?  In 2006 alone, we grew by 50 new    

members, and this year we are on a record breaking track with 36 

new members as I write this.  To this end, several ideas and    

programs have been implemented to meet the growing needs of 

our members. 

Last year saw the implementation of quarterly New Member   

Reception, sponsored by Bruce Cramer with Citigroup, at      

Gladstone City Hall.  There new members learn about their   

member benefits, how to maximize their networking to build their 

business, and meet Ambassadors and board members.  The next 

one is scheduled for September 12.  I encourage you to mark your 

calendar; whether you are a new member or have been a          

supporter of the Chamber for years.  I guarantee you will learn 

something. 

This year, your VP of Membership, Steve Otto, is working with 

his Ambassador team leaders, Bill Arbuckle, Bruce Cramer and 

Jennifer Karns, to re-structure the Ambassadors role.  The 

changes will be to mentor new members, continue to learn what is 

important to existing members, develop networking capacity, and 

alleviate some responsibilities on staff. 

It’s exciting to be a part of this dynamic group of business        

professionals who are building on the past and creating structure 

for the future.  If it’s important to you to grow your business,   

contact myself or the Chamber staff to learn how you can plug 

into this vital energy.  Its right here as part of your Gladstone 

Area Chamber of Commerce membership! 

 

Best Regards, 

Anita Skehen 

Chairman of the Board 

 

 

What’s Inside 

●  August Events Calendar 

●  Safety Tips Article 

●  Renewing members 

ChamberChamberChamberChamber    

EXCHANGE 

Construction on the new chamber    

offices is nearly complete.  We are   

currently in the process of planning our 

move for the end of July and early   

August.  Our phone number and fax 

number should remain the same.  Our 

new address will be:  

6913 N. Cherry St. 

Gladstone, MO 64118 

We will notify everyone by email when 

we have moved.   



2007 GACC  Board of Directors 

Executive Committee: 

Anita Skehen, Chairman 
   RPT of Kansas City 

James Shevling, Immediate Past Chair 
  BankLiberty 
 

Scott Wingerson, Chair-Elect &                                             

VP of Education 
  City of Gladstone 

Tony Conforti, Treasurer 
  Tony Conforti, CPA 

Dorothy Beckham, VP of Chamber 

Events   
  Time Warner Cable 

Steve Otto, VP of Membership 
  Creative Communications Thru Storytelling 

Anita Newsom, VP of Special Events 

Michael Ryan, VP of Legislation 
  A.G. Edwards & Sons 

Directors: 

Bob Baier 
  Antioch Bible Baptist Church 
 

Michelle Barone 
  On A Wing And A Prayer 
 

Larry Harris 
  Jack Miller Chrysler Jeep 
 

Cynthia Hopper 
  Commerce Bank 
 

Kathy Briggs                                                                                                                              
  First Bank of Missouri              
 

Larry Janacaro                                                                                        
  Lawson Bank 
 

Dr. David Stewart                                                             
North Kansas City Schools 
 

Advisors: 

 

Bill Arbuckle 
 Keller Williams Northland Partners Realty  

Hobart Mason                                                    

  North Kansas City Beverage 
 

Bruce Cramer 

  Smith Barney 

Kellie Eisenhauer 

  Mary Kay Cosmetics 

Staff: 

Amy Harlin, President 

Tiffany Nigro, Director of                        

 Membership Services 

 

The Gladstone Area  

Chamber of Commerce 

6504 N. Oak  

Gladstone, MO 64118 

816-436-4523 

Fax: 816-436-4352 

Email Address:  

info@gladstonechamber.com 

Website: Gladstonechamber.com 

Business Hours:  

Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm  

The August After Hours networking                

will take place as the                                          
“Taste of the Northland”                                 

August 15 at the                                                   
Assistance League of Kansas City 

6101 N. Chestnut in Gladstone               
 

If your business would like to participate, 

please contact the chamber office at       

436-4523 or email to                             

Tiffany@gladstonechamber.com 

The month’s Membership Luncheon                  
is on August 23 at                                                 

Wexford Place Retirement Community                            
6500 N. Cosby 

The program will be  
Gladstone’s State of the City Address        

 
Networking begins at 11:15 followed by 

lunch at 11:30 
The cost is $15 for members                          

$20 for Non- members. 

After Hours and Beyond Membership Luncheon  

Thank you for renewing your chamber investment! 

Antioch Bible Baptist Church 

Charles F. Curry Real Estate Co. 

Clay County 

Cochran, Head & Co. PC 

Creative Communications thru Storytelling 

Gladstone Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

Gordman’s 

Heart of America Council, Boy Scouts 

Hilton Kansas City Airport 

Mazuma Credit Union 

Missouri Full Employment Council 

Northland Festivals 

Pro Staff Personnel 

State Farm Insurance - Mary Ann Surber 

Attention all Restaurants and Caterers! 

This year’s “Taste of the Northland” event is being held            

August 15 at the Assistance League of Kansas City.  Please call 

the chamber office to register your restaurant or catering     

b u s i n e s s   f o r  t h i s  e v e n t  o r  ema i l  t o                                                  

Tiffany@gladstonechamber.com. 
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The August After Hours networking                

will take place as the                                          
“Taste of the Northland”                                 

August 15 at the                                                   

4523 or email to                             

Burglary Prevention  

Is your business safe from burglary?  The following information is designed to help you fight burglary through a risk          

management approach.  Risk management may be defined as identifying areas of criminal vulnerability, analyzing the resulting 

potential profit loss and implementing appropriate security measures at a reasonable cost to your business.  An effective     

business burglary prevention program requires your active interest and concern. 

Remember the following when securing your building from the outside: 

• Key Control:  Consider key control.  Are office keys, master keys, safe keys and vehicle keys lying about?  Do you know 

to whom your keys have been issued or entrusted?  If management cannot answer these questions, your security risk factor 

is very high.  Keep a record of all keys issued.  Master keys and extra duplicates should be locked away for safekeeping.  

• Lighting: At night, properly placed lighting will deter burglars.  More light usually means less crime.  Illuminate your 

entire property from dusk to dawn to eliminate the dark areas intruders and criminals prefer.  

• Doors: All exterior doors should be constructed of steel or aluminum alloy or solid core hardwood, with a minimum of 16 

gauge steel on side and rear doors.  Glass doors should have burglar resistant glass installed.  The frame of the door must 

be as strong as the door.  Install jamb studs in all exterior doors and security room doors with outside hinge pins. 

• Windows:  Secure all windows.  First floor windows should be protected with burglar resistant glass.  Sliding glass      

windows and single or double-hung sash windows should have locking pins, bolts, locks or swing latches installed to    

prevent opening from the building's exterior.  Mylar window coverings are inexpensive deterrents.  

• Padlocks:  The most common assaults on padlocks are made with bolt cutters and pry bars.  Quality padlocks should have 

the following: Laminated or extruded cases, Hardened steel shackle with a minimum diameter of 9/32 of an inch, a double 

locking bolt providing "heel and toe" locking, at least 5-pin tumblers in the cylinder, a key-retaining feature that prevents 

removal of the key until the padlock is locked, and the chain or hasp you use with the padlock should also be of high   

quality hardened steel. 

Chamber members welcomed Players Bar & Grill 

to the chamber at their Ribbon Cutting ceremony 

July 13.  

Chamber members and Ambassadors welcomed 

Kid’s Kick Start Campus to the chamber at their 

ribbon cutting July 18. 

Ribbon Cuttings! 

This year’s “Taste of the Northland” event is being held            

b u s i n e s s   f o r  t h i s  e v e n t  o r  ema i l  t o                                                  



 

Your Ad Here!                     

For more information call 

816-436-4523 

PartnerPartnerPartnerPartner    Cornerstone MembersCornerstone MembersCornerstone MembersCornerstone Members    

Foundation MembersFoundation MembersFoundation MembersFoundation Members    

KeystoneMembersKeystoneMembersKeystoneMembersKeystoneMembers    



August 2007 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

  1 

4:00 

Annual Banquet  
Meeting,   
Chamber Office 

2 3 

6 7 
 

8 9 
11:30 Board 
Meeting,  
Jumpin’ Catfish 

10 

13 14 15 
5-6:30, After 
Hours, Taste of 
the Northland, As-
sistance League of    
Kansas City 

16 
 

17 

20 21 
5:30 Gladfest 
Meeting,  City 
Hall Council 
Chambers 

22 23 
11:30          
Membership 
Luncheon 

Wexford Place 

24 

 

27 28 
11:30 Ambassador 
Meeting,  
Chappell’s       
Restaurant  

29 30 31 

"Pretend that every single person you 

meet has a sign around his or her neck 

that says. 'Make me feel important.' Not 

only will you succeed in sales, you will 

succeed in life." 

-- Mary Kay Ash, Founder of Mary Kay 

Cosmetics 


